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TH27  AISBOF TRIENNIAL GENERAL COUNCIL AT CHENNAI

The Grand gala event of the 27th triennial General 
Council was held at SBOA School and Junior 
College, Com. Godbole Pavilion in Chennai from 
23rd to 25th June 2018.

The inaugural function commenced with hoisting of 
the flag of the Federation by Shri. Prashanth Kumar, 
Dy. Managing Director and CDO of Our Bank 
accompanied by the Chief General Manager of 
Chennai Circle, Shri. Vinay M. Tonse. Our General 
Secretary and President of the Federation, Com. D. 
T. Franco; General Secretary Com. Y. Sudarshan 
along with all the other Circle Presidents and 
General Secretaries were present with large number 
of delegates and observers.

The meeting commenced with a Drum Performance 
by a physically challenged person, Shri. Sansen, by 
the drumsticks tied to his arms. All the members 
were very much impressed by his majestic 
performance. This was followed by a welcome dance 
performance of SBOAJC School students presenting 
various dances of different States  symbolising 
Unity in Diversity.  The delegates clapped and 
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danced with the students. 

Com. G Selvaraj, General Secretary Elect of the 
Chennai Circle Association delivered the welcome 
Speech. He traced the history of Chennai and 
brought out its historic role in shaping the history of 
the Nation and its prominent role in establishing the 
first Trade Union and AISBOF  and warmly 
welcomed each and every Circle Associations 
specifying their achievements, the veteran leaders 
and all the guests. 

A 15 minutes teaser of a documentary on AISBOF, 
narrating the long road it had travelled and the 
sagacity of its leaders in building the Organisation 
was screened, which was applauded by all.

Com. Y. Sudarshan, the Federation General 
Secretary then gave his preliminary remarks for the 
Conference. As an Association we will fight for the 
rights and welfare of the members. Federation has a 
long history of struggles and a played a vital role in 
the Bipartite settlements. It has made several 
struggles including fight against FRDI, modification 
in asset classification norms, Turn-around plan, 
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appointment of workmen director etc. He appealed 
all the comrades to work for the bank and assured the 
DMD & CDO that we would stand committed for the 
progress of the bank.

Emphasising its commitment to social causes, 
Federation presented a cheque of Rs.10.00 lakhs to 
‘Earth Smiles’ a NGO engaged in bringing 
awareness about environment and planting Palmyra 
trees  to reduce the consumption of white sugar. 

As a mark of respect and gratitude to the elders who 
have sacrificed their past, Com. D T Franco and Com 
Y.Sudarshan felicitated the former Presidents and 
General Secretaries of the Federation. 

Shri. Prashant Kumar, DMD & CDO of SBI 
delivered his inaugural address. He conveyed the 
greetings of the Chairman of the Bank to the 
AISBOF General Council. He said that as DMD & 
CDO, he has been taking steps to ensure the 
wellbeing of the employees. We are convergent to 
each other, not parallel, he said referring to the 
Federation and the Management. We are confident of 
building a new SBI in the coming days and nobody 
would be able to match, this will happen when each 

of us contribute to the full extent, he concluded.

Dr. Amiya Kumar Bagchi, Professor of Economics 
and Director, Institute of Development Studies, 
Kolkata gave the Keynote address. Banking also has 
become part of business science. India has the 
highest GDP growth, but it is poorer than 
Bangladesh. He mentioned about the planning of 
Government on privatization. He explained about 
the havoc wreaked by demonetisation and said that 
the Government should take steps for the eradication 
of black money.

Shri. Vinay M. Tonse, Chief General Manager of SBI 
Chennai Circle in his felicitations remembered his 
connection with most of the leaders of the Federation 
and his regards Dr. Amiya Kumar Bagchi and Dr. 
Praveen Jha. SBI Management is capable of facing 
any challenge in the market as that comes against it 
as the Management and Association are dealing with 
the same objective of making the Bank as the best. 

Com.Sanjeev K Bandlish, Convenor of UFBU 
wished all the success for the AISBOF General 
Council. We have achieved our goals in the past and 
now with the co-operation of all trade unions, we can 
achieve our present goals including Bipartite 



Settlement. He appealed to him to ask Chairman to give full mandate and release 
demonitisation compensation for the e-associate officers.

Com. Dilip Saha, President of AIBOC appreciated the works done by Com.D.T.Franco as 
President of AISBOF and General Secretary of AIBOC. He listed out the achievements of 
AIBOC and said that AIBOC has achieved so many goals including stopping of FRDI bill 
under  the leadership of Com Franco. He wished all success for the conference.

Com. D.T.Franco, delivered the presidential speech. He thanked Shri. Prashant Kumar, 
DMD & CDO for his presence in the midst of his mother's hospitalisation. He 
acknowledged his efforts for the introduction of 7 days bereavement leave and issuance of 
Work-life-balance circular. He assured the DMD & CDO and the Circle CGM that we can 
go to the nook and corner of the country for bringing back the glory of the Bank, as we had 
done during the tenure of Shri  O P Bhatt's tenure.

Com. Ram Kumar Sabapathy, joint General Secretary of the Federation proposed vote of 
thanks to all dignitaries and members for attending the meeting.

Delegates' Session 

On the second day, a book named 
“33 years of Struggles and Success” 
was released by Dr. Victor Louis 
Anthuvan, Dean of Loyola Institute 
of Business Administ-ration, which 
was received by Com. Y Sudarsan, 
General Secretary of AISBOF. 
Subsequently Dr. Victor Louis 
Anthuvan made his speech on his 

analysis on the latest development in the economy. He 
thanked and praised the Bankers for their remarkable 
role played and appreciated and congratulated all the 
officials for the work done and. sacrifices made during 
the demonetisation. We give big loans to corporates 
which we cannot recover but small loans are not 
sanctioned. He appealed for giving loans to villagers on 
whose development, the nation will grow. Our 
monetary policy needs a drastic change, he said. The 
deliberations went on till lunch on the third day. 

Com. Y Sudarshan presented the voluminous General 
Secretary's Report for the the last 3 year period. He 
stressed on the main achievements of the Federation. 
He had specially mentioned about the large housing 
project executed by  Chennai Circle, the “Unity 

Enclave” wherein 1875 flats with all modern facilities 
are provided with an affordable cost to the members, 
which has been inaugurated by Shri. Rajnish Kumar, 
Chairman of SBI. He thanked Com.D.T.Franco  for 
taking the Federation and confederation to a greater 
height within a short period. He thanked General 
Secretaries, Vice Presidents and other office bearers of 
the Federation for their valuable contribution.

57 delegates deliberated their various concerns, 
criticisms and suggestions on the General Secretary's 
report.  Com Y.Sudarsan responded to all their issues. 
He thanked all Circle  association leaders and office 
bearers for their continuous support and efforts for 
making all its activities and strikes to keep the 
Federation flag flying high. 

Felicitation to Com D.T.Franco, Com 
Y. Sudarshan and Com T Senthi Kumar. 

Post lunch, Com. Sambith Mishra, Senior Vice-
President welcomed all the members for the felicitation 
meeting on the retirement of Com. Franco and  
Com.Y.Sudarshan on their retirement in June and 
September respectively.

Com. Ravinder Gupta, Senior Vice President read out 
the Commendation Certificate to Com. Franco, 
recalling  Com. Franco's contribution to the Federation.
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Com. G. Subramaniyam, Senior Vice President read the commendation Certificate to Com. Y. Sudarshan on his 
retirement.

Com.Soumya Datta, Senior Vice President read the commendation certificate to Com.T.Senthikumar, Deputy 
General Secretary, who has retired in May 2018.

In his response  speech  Com. Franco asked the members to be united always to face the challenges before the 
Trade Union.

ELECTION:

Our President Com D.T.Franco conveyed the succession plan of the secretariate meeting. The General Council 
agreed unanimously to the suggestions.

SUCCESSION PLAN ANNOUNCED BY COM D.T.FRANCO 

President  :  Com. Soumiya Datta till April 2019

    Com. Sambith Mishra from May 2019 till 2020

    Com Deepak Sharma from June 2020

General Secretary :  Com. Ramkumar Sabapathy till April 2019

    Com. Soumiya Datta from May 2019

Joint General Secretary : Com. S K Srinivas

Com.Soumiya Datta will be proposed for the General Secretary of AIBOC.

Officer Directors to Central Board: Com. Rupam Roy, Com. Pawan Kumar & Com. Deepak 
Kumar Sharma.

It was decided to create a position of Chairman in the Federation amending the byelaw.

Com. G. Subramaniyam will be Chairman till June 2019

Com. Ravindra Gupta will be Chairman from July 2019

The 5 positions of Senior Vice Presidents and Treasurer will be filled up as per the seniority 
decided by the EC in the next meeting.

ELECTION PROCESS:

The election committee with Comrade A.Ravichandran as Chairman and Com. Senthi Ramesh 
and Com. G. Kamakodi as members, completed the election process, declared the unanimous 
choice and installed the new office bearers.

Com.D.T.Franco thanked all the members for their co-operation for the smooth running of the 
Conference. He thanked Com M.Shanmugam, Treasurer, Com. A V Joseph and Com A. 
Ravichandran Regional Secretaries of Chennai Zone-1 & 2 respectively for making all 
arrangements for the meeting.

Com. G. Subramaniam, General Secretary of Hyderabad Circle delivered vote of thanks to all 
dignitaries and members for attending the meeting.

4SBIOA NEWS BULLETIN

Golden Jubilee 1965-2015

Com.  Ram Kumar Sabapathy

Com. Soumya Datta

Com. S.K. Srinivas

Com. G. Subramaniam



5 SBIOA NEWS BULLETIN

Golden Jubilee 1965-2015

On the eve of the 27th General Council meeting, the  
first ever youth conference was held at Com K.Sitaram 
hall, SBOA Junior College, in Chennai, on 23.06.2018. 
The meeting commenced with the Traditional 
“Thappattam”.

Com. R. Balaji, Dy. General Secretary, AISBOF and 
our President welcomed all dignitaries and delegates 
for the conference, held in the Capital City of Tamil 
Nadu.

Com. Y.Sudarshan gave the preliminary remarks for the 
Conference. He emphasized the necessity of Youth 
Conference, since the legacy and future of the bank as 
well the country is in the hands of the Youth. Taking the 
bank to glorious heights with their innovative ideas and 
contributions solely rests with them.

Shri. Vinay M Tonse, CGM, Chennai Circle, 
inaugurated the Youth Conference. He congratulated 
the youth for choosing to be there to develop their 
leadership qualities and preparing to face the challenges 
with their innovative ideas. As the growth and future of 
the Bank are in the hands of Youth, they are necessitated 
to sharpen their skills and improve their leadership 
quality.

Dr. Praveen Jha has delivered his Key Note address 
covering the areas of Labour Economics and 
Agricultural Economics. Policy should not be 
formulated without social intervention. Even though 
GDP has increased, the job opportunities have not 
increased. Significant quality deterioration in job also is 
happening. In agriculture, the farmers are badly 
affected due to unremunerative pricing. Significant 
increase in the extent of write-offs amidst the 
politicians' cry to privatise the Public Sector Banks, is a 
great challenge for the growth of Public Sector Banks 
he said. 

Com D.T.Franco in his presidential address thanked the 
Federation for agreeing to hold the Youth Conference in 
Chennai. He mentioned that the Banking Sector is 
facing a big crisis. Leaders and all the members should 
have the courage to stand up if anything goes wrong, 
against the interest of. members as well as the bank. 
Bankers should have empathy to the society. He 
touched upon our efforts for wage revision. Those who 
are demanding pay commission as Central Government 
employees, it is to be noted that Pay Commission 
happens only once in 10 years and Banks' Negotiated 
Wage Settlement is done once in 5 years. The formula 
for wage revision is common for all which has to be 
adopted  and certain formulas should suit us. He ended 
his speech narrating a small story to convince the young 
comrades that the future of Bank and the Association 
rests in their hands.

The inaugural session of the youth Conference came to 
an end with SBI CGM distributing prizes to the winners 
of Elocution competition to students of various SBIOA 
Schools.

The second session started with the 
speech of Dr. Usha Ramanathan 
South Asia Editor of Environmental 
and Development Journal. She 
mentioned that it is risky to go digital 
since it is linked to various web sites. 
The leakage of data is the main 
challenge of technology products and 
digital banking. The role of the 
Government to protect individual privacy is not 
maintained.

“SBI Youth for India” fellowship members made 
presentations on the project they are engaged in with the 
motive of discovering the soul of India by exploring 

Dr. Usha RamanathanDr. Usha RamanathanDr. Usha Ramanathan

YOUTH CONFERENCE
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through villages, learning the bio-diversity features 
hidden in Indian villages and to make some changes in 
the people on their outlook towards other part of the 
world and in improving their life values.

Ms.Karthika G, an ex-IIT student from Jaipur, came up 
with the idea of teaching English in a remote village in 
Rajasthan and working there for the overall 
improvement of life style of the people living there.

Ms .Kavya  Menon ,  s tud ied  he r  mas te r s  in 
Environmental Bio-tech from IIT Madras. After 
fellowship, she started her own NGO, AWARE India, in 
Chennai, to work on health and sanitation of women 
and children.

Mr.Praksh Andley is a fellow in 2017-18, working in 
Orissa. He was earlier working with Bank of America 
for 5 years. Now he is working in a village named 
KalaHandi where 80% of the people are tribal.

Ms.Akshita Mehta and Mr.Abhinay Shenoy jointly, 
made presentation on their project in their efforts to 
bring the underprivileged people to the mainstream of 
the society and making them an integral part of the 
nation.

Group Presentations of youth representatives of Circle 
Associations made on the following topics. 

1. Nationalised Banks, Temples of modern India, 

2.  Fast food, quick salary, instant promotion, 
immediate wage settlement – where are we?

3. Technological innovations: Is the customer banker 
relationship eroding? 

4. Role of youth in involving Bankers in trade union 
movements, 

5. Extend of artificial Intelligence penetration in 
today's Banking – what will be the future of jobs?, 

6. Fintech,  Block  chain and the future of Banking, 

7. How to change the Trade Union;  mode of struggle/ 
protests? 

8. Cross selling and misspelling – the virus inside us, 

9. Safeguard the democracy; reclaim our Republic, 

10. Unity in diversity, 

11. Preservation of our environment; Role the youth 
should play, 

12. Be the change,  

13. Role of youth in saving the nation, 

14. Life style & work  life  balance, 

15. Cyber crime and technological frauds in Banking.

16. Personal health of bankers.

Com Rupam Roy, General Secretary of 
North Eastern circle did the analysis of 
group presentation by the Youth 
Delegates.

Com.A V Joseph, Admin Secretary of 
AISBOF delivered the vote of thanks.

Com. Rupam RoyCom. Rupam RoyCom. Rupam Roy
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Since the IBA did not come out with any positive results in respect of UFBU's demands in 
the conciliation meeting held on 28th May 2018 at New Delhi, UFBU had to go ahead with 
the strike on 30th and 31st May 2018.

The two days strike was a grand success. Rallies and demonstrations saw excellent 
participation. Around Ten lakh Bank officers and employees participated in the strike 
under the banner of UFBU from all over the country on 30th and 31st May 2018.The strike 
was forced on us, as the 2% offer, a pittance, made by the IBA was not acceptable. The delay 
in settling the issue and unnecessary restrictions put on negotiations were also the reasons 
for the strike. We whole heartedly congratulate for full participation in the strike and also 
for the effective demonstrations made by our comrades from each and every remote corner 
of the country. Members will be advised in due course about the future course of action to be 
taken in this regard.

UFBU STRIKE FOR WAGE REVISION

Chennai

Madurai

Coimbatore
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Tiruchirapalli

Salem

Tirupur Dharmapuri

Hosur NamakalThanjavur

Are you receiving the “Daily Thoughts”? If  not, please register  yourself   as a  member of 
sbioacc@googlegroups.com with any of your  e-mail ID  other than  SBI mail ID. 
For news & events every day send mail to  sbioacc_study@googlegroups.com
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All India Bank Officers' Confederation, Tamilnadu State Unit

Farewell & Felicitation to Com. Thomas Franco 
Rajendra Dev, General Secretary of AIBOC, President 
of AISBOF & Secretary General of AIPCOC was held 
on 26.06.2018 at Plaza Hall, Hotel Radha Regent, 
Chennai

AIBOC Tamilnadu State Unit has arranged a befitting 
farewell to Com. Franco on 26.06.2018 at Chennai. 
The meeting was presided over by Com. B. Srinivasan, 
Senior Vice-President of AIBOC. Com.R.Sekharan, 
TN State Secretary has welcomed the dignitaries and 
members to the meeting. Com.Y. Sudarshan, 
Chairman of AIBOC, Com.Dlip K Saha, President of 
AIBOC, Com.Dr.V.Chidambara Kumar, Vice-
President of AIBOC and Com.K. Rajendran, Joint 
General Secretary of AIBOC felicitated Com.Franco, 
for his contribution and sacrifice for the entire Bank 
Trade Unions and common members. All the unit 
representatives honoured Com. Franco by offering 
Shawls and bouquets. Com. Dr. D T Franco delivered 
his reciprocal address, thanking all the AIBOC family 

for honouring him on his retirement with all the 
representatives.

Com. D.T. Franco was elected as the General secretary 
of  AIBOC in 2017. Through his bold actions through 
the Court and on the field, he restored the confidence 
of members throughout the Country. As the General 
Secretary of AIBOC, within a very short period, he has 
made AIBOC as a dynamic organization. The 
struggles of AIBOC against privatization of PSBs, the 
intervention before signing the Turn Around Plans, 
against Prompt Corrective Action, against NPA 
classification norms etc. have brought a lot of relief to 
all Banks.  AIBOC played a major role in the shelving 
of the draconian FRDI Bill under his leadership.  

Com. Franco is laying down Office on his 
superannuation from Bank's Service on 30.06.2018 
and AIBOC wish a very Happy, Healthy and Active 
Second Innings.Com. SelvaBagyamani, Lady 
Representative of TN State Unit of AIBOC, offered the 
vote of thanks.
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FELICITATION TO COM.T.SENTHI KUMAR AND COM.M.MOHAN
DEPUTY GENERAL SECTRETARIES

A Members meet and felicitation to Com.T.Senthi 
Kumar and Com M.Mohan, Deputy General 
Secretaries of SBIOA (CC) was held on 29.05.2018 
at the meeting hall of AO, Chennai II, on the eve of 
their laying down office on 31st May 2018 as Dy. 
General Secretaries on their superannuation from 
Bank's service to start another phase of their carrier in 
their life.

In his welcome address Com. A. V. Joseph, Regional 
Secretary, Chennai Zone I,  said that both the 
comrades have many things in common viz., 
calmness, dedication, tirelessness and fearlessness. 
He described Com. Senthi Kumar as a workaholic 
and Com. M.Mohan a silent performer.

Presidential Address was delivered by Com R. Balaji, 
President, SBIOA(CC). He complimented Com 
Senthi for his writing skills and said that his 
communication is always crisp to the point and 
biting, when required. He said that Com Mohan's 
tireless contributions to the Unity Enclave project 
will be remembered by all.

Com M.Saravana Muthu, General Secretary 
SBIOPA, stated that whenever he visits the 
Association office he has seen Com T.Senthi Kumar 
engrossed in his works . Com. Mohan is always a 
polite person. He is appreciated for his contribution 
for the welfare of members.

Com G.Selvaraj, Regional Secretary of Coimbatore 
Module, in his address stated that his association with 
Com T.Senthi Kumar started in the year 2003. He 
described him as a person who follows the instruction 
meticulously which made him contribute many 

books to the Chennai Circle members, particularly 
'You Should Know', with his sole efforts. He pointed 
out Com M.Mohan to be a very calm and silent 
person, does not talk much. But, recently he 
underwent a major surgery in the ear because of the 
overuse of mobile phone. It is to be mentioned here 
that he worked hard as the Chairman of Housing 
Project by answering all the queries raised by the 
1875 members without any irritation.

Com C.Balaji, Regional secretary of Salem Module 
stated Com T.Senthi Kumar as a silent person without 
whose help Our General Secretary could not have 
achieved many things in the Association. He also 
appreciated Com. Mohan for his relentless efforts as 
the Chairman of the Housing Project and making it a 
success.

Com M. Asok, Regional Secretary of Trichy Module 
stated that the contribution of both the comrades 
helped the General Secretary to achieve great things 
in the Association.

Com T.Senthil Ramesh, Regional Secretary of 
Madurai Module remembered Com. T.Senthi Kumar 
as his Guide in the DPC cases. He thanked him for his 
success. He appreciated Com. Mohan for the 
construction of 1875 houses for the members.

Com D.T.Franco in his felicitation address stated that 
in his endeavors Com T.Senthi Kumar was the reason 
for his success and if there were failures, it was 
because he did not listen to Com Senthi. He 
appreciated his sole contribution for the liaison with 
LHO. He solved most of the problems without his 
intervention. He stated Com. Mohan as a person with 
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FELICITATION FUNCTION TO COM. A.V. NEELAMEGAN AT CUDDALORE

good analytical skills. He is a hard working person 
who works more than what he can. He appreciated 
him as a supreme scarifying leader and for taking care 
of the Housing Project. He then wished both 
Comrades a happy and long retired life.

Com T.Senthi Kumar in his 
response thanked Com. Franco for 
helping him come into both the 
Bank and Association. He pointed 
out that Com. Franco elevated to 
the level of Federation and 
Confederation with his own 
efforts and hard work. The 
Association is strong today 

because of Com D.T.Franco's contributions to the 
Federation and Confederation. He stated that the 
Association will always help and back the members 
up. He thanked everyone for being a part of the 

felicitation function. 

Com M.Mohan in his response 
s ta ted  tha t  he  was  a lways 
interested in the service for others. 
He mentioned that the Association 
means a lot to him as it gave him 
an opportunity to serve the 
members. He felt happy that the 

General Secretary gave him freedom and also 
supported the decisions taken by him. He recalled his 
securing the maximum number of votes in the 
elections. He then thanked the members for their 
support for his success.

Vote of thanks was delivered by Com A. Ravi-
chandran, Regional Secretary of Chennai Zone 2. In 
his felicitation speech he appreciated Com T.Senthi 
Kumar for obtaining 100% results in both 10th and 
12th Board Examination as a Correspondent of SBOA 
school and Junior College.  He stated Com.T. Senthi 
Kumar is person who did everything for our General 
Secretary because of their friendship. He mentioned 
Com M.Mohan to be a polite person that the young 
Office Bearers should learn the art of patience from 
him.

Com A.V.Neelamegan was born on 23.05.1958. He 
joined the bank on 10.05.1984 as a Clerk. He showed 
his keen interest towards Trade Union Movement from 
the day one. He was in the position of Dy. Gen 
Secretary of NCBE, Tamil Nadu state unit from 2003 to 
2006. 

 He was promoted as an officer in the year 2006 and 
since then he actively participated in the association 
activities. He served as an unit secretary at Avinashi, 
Tiruthuraipoondi, and Pinnalur Branches. He became 
the Zonal Secretary of Cuddalore Zone of Chennai II 

Module in 2014 which is now in the Salem Module 
after bifurcation.

The felicitation function to Com A V Neelamegan was 
held on May 25th at Neyveli Branch. Com Venkatesh, 
CM of Neyveli Branch, presided over the function. 
Com Shankar Kumar, Regional Manager, Region III 
RBO Pondicherry was the Chief Guest. Com. C Balaji, 
Regional Secretary of Salem Module and all the office 
bearers of Salem Module felicitated the retiring 
comrade.
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MEMBERS MEET - TIRUCHIRAPALLI MODULE ZONE I &II  

AND FELICITATION TO COM.T.VENKATRAMANAN,  

DY. REGIONAL SECRETARY RETIRED  ON SUPERANNUATION

Members' meet of Trichy Zone I and II has been organised by our Trichy Module combined with felicitation to 
Com. T.VenkatramananDy Regional Secretary who retired on 31 05 2018 on superannuation.  Elaborate 
arrangements have been made for the felicitation function by the Trichy Module comrades and members from in 
and around the Trichy City participated in the function in large numbers.  The function has been presided over by 
our President Com. R.Balaji.  Com .K.Selvaraj   welcomed the gathering. The Regional Secretaries of Chennai I, 
Chennai II, Madurai, Trichy and Salem and the RS and GS elect Com. G.Selvaraj felicitated and praised the 
services of Com T.Venkatramanan. Earlier our President Com.Balaji spoke in length about the work culture of 
the DRS right from his membership in the General Council.  He also thanked him for attending to DP Cases 
pertaining to the Module.  Com.Shanmugam, Treasurer, Com. Prakash and Com.K.Pitchai the DGSs were also 
adorned the stage. The Module DGM (B&O) praised the services of the outgoing comrade.  Other RMs present 
were  S/Shri  N.G.Ramesh  RM I  (DGM promotee),  D.Sekar   RM  III  (DGM promotee), Varadharajan RM II, 
AGMs SBLC, RACPC, SMECC, Thanjavur.  

Com.T.Venkatramanan has been elected from our Ramanathapuram Zone in 2008 as Zonal Secretary and was a 
very sincere and effective communicator.  In 2013, he has been elevated as a Dy. Regional Secretary of 
Tiruchirapalli Module.  He has served as a Zonal Secretary of Ramnad and Pudukkottai before his elevation as 
DRS.  Strong believer in member contacts and outspoken, in his acceptance speech, invited all the youngsters to 
take position in the Association to keep the flag of SBIOACC to fly very high .Com.N.Muralidharan,  Zonal 
Secretary of Zone I has proposed vote of thanks.

CULTURAL WING – MAGIC SHOW

More than 180 members inclusive of family 

members were witness to the magic show by 

world famous magician Jadugar Mangal at R. S. 
thPuram on Sunday the 20  May 2018. The 

attendees were treated to some eye-popping 

magic, never before seen by them.
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The members of UFBU have enthusiastically conducted / participated  demonstration at various 

centers against the pittance of 2% offer, the delay in settling the issue and Restriction on Negotiations.

Beloved Comrades,

 Why Wage Negotiation upto Scale VII?

 Why its important to join the Strike?

 Why Seniors should stand up? 

Let us revisit the pages of history before we ponder 
over the pertinent questions that have assumed 
profound importance for the ensuing Wage Revision 
talks. The plight of the officers' community was 
pitiable before the formation of the Officers 
Associations in various Banks. Firstly, there was no 
uniform scale of Pay, no Casual Leave, no fixed 
working Hours, no transfer Policy, no promotion 
policy, no Loans on Concessional Rate, no leased 
accommodation facility, no LFC, no Conveyance 
allowance, no Officers Service Conditions et al. The 
details have been highlighted in the book 'Glimpses of 
the Historic Indefinite Strike 1969' published by 
AISBOF. There was glaring inequality of salary. 
There was overtime for award staff but no overtime 
for Officers. So the clerical staff were earning more 
income than the officers on account of overtime while 
Officers were under mercy of the superiors for any 
pay related issue.

It is pertinent to note that for Central Gov't Officers, 
Pay Commission covers up to the rank of Cabinet 
Secretary. Hence, Pillai Committee recommended 
introduction of four bands and seven scales of pay in 
1974 for Bank Officers. There were protests and 
s t rong opposi t ion against  i t  by Al l  India 
Confederation of Bank Officers Organisations 
(AICOBOO). Thereafter, it was discussed, amended 
and approved by the Gov't and IBA and was 
implemented in 1979. Till date, the seven scales 
continue and Officers organizations negotiate the 
Wage Revision with the IBA. In the last 5 settlements, 
there were concerted efforts to take away these rights. 
The Gov't and IBA combine had tried to divide the 
Associations and Unions. However, we had stood 
firm against all allurements and provocations. It was 
because of the Unity of UFBU these efforts were 
scuttled and I am confident this time too we will 
succeed to negotiate up to Scale VII.What will 
happen if it is restricted to Scale III?

It is a deliberate attempt of the Gov't and IBA to drive 
a wedge between the Officers community by alluring 
the Scale IV to VII Officers with a tantalising carrot of 

h i g h e r  p a y  s c a l e s . 
However,  the  Sen io r 
M a n a g e m e n t  G r a d e 
officers will be left to the 
mercy of the Individual 
Bank Managements as was 
the  scenar io  pr ior  to 
formation of Officers 
Assoc ia t ions .  I t  i s  a 
certainty that Performance 
based  sa la ry  wi l l  be 
introduced for them. Uniformity and parity will 
disappear. The Officers will be under pressure to 
perform beyond their capabilities. There would be 
Cut throat competition. Perform or Perish will be the 
rule. Survival of the fittest will be the Mantra. Non 
performers will be isolated and paid less. They would 
be transferred, denied promotion and even forced to 
resign. Remember, that this Gov't has terminated 
even IAS Officers who were branded as non-
performers. Choice posting will go to favourites who 
will appease the bosses. Women Officers will be 
terrorized. The working hours will become unlimited. 
Holidays will be gone.

 This has happened in many industries. It is happening 
in IT Industry even today. That's why IT sector 
employees and Officers have started coming together 
to form platforms and join Trade Unions.

While interacting with a Ola driver, I came to know 
that he was in IT sector earning Rs.1 lakh a month. 
One evening the HR Dept gave him an envelope. It 
had a letter stating that his performance was not up to 
the mark and he is not needed any more. With Rs.40 
lakh Housing Loan, Rs.8 Lakh Car Loan and 2 kids in 
Schools he was forced to become a Taxi Driver. There 
are thousands like this man. That's why even now 
people are leaving companies like CTS, Wipro, 
Infosys and joining Public Sector banks. I have 
interacted with hundreds of young Officers who have 
joined the Bank for job security. Without Association 
there won't be any job security. This will not happen 
overnight. Once we are divided, we are weakened. 
Then slowly the process would set in.

Today our top bosses in Banks and Finance Ministry 
are called to Davos and other exotic locations, to 
attend conclaves where they are tutored by foreign 
consultants and HR agencies that competition is 
important. On the other hand NitiAyog, Fin Techs, 
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NandanNilkenis etc. want brick and mortar Banks to 
disappear to enable the Fintechs to take over. They 
don't want Unions and Associations to come in the 
way. They want Privatisation of Public Sector Banks. 
They want access to the huge data of Banks to make 
them richer and richer.

So they are building a big web of deceit. The 
beginning is the effort to divide us and show that 
Senior Officers are not in strike. So there will be no 
wage negotiation for them. They will divide Scale IV 
& V, then they will divide Scale VI & VII. Once this is 
done, the CGMs and above will also be affected. 
Their Scale of pay also will become less as they would 
be forced to accept the version that the Banks are not 
doing well, so they have to sacrifice. Nobody will be 
safe without the watchdogs – Associations and 
Unions.

Remember the story of Four Bulls and the Lion. 
Remember the story of the Father and sons and a 
bundle of wood.

Some may ask “Why Individual letters are issued? 
Why Association can't stop it?”

They will continue to issue this letter. It is statutory. In 
1969, Shri R.K. Talwar, then Chairman,SBO, a 
towering personality issued similar letters to 
individual Officers. In 1997, Finance Ministry asked 
Banks to advice that Scale IV and above should not be 
in the Association. But we have our fundamental 
rights enshrined in our Constitution. We have Trade 
Union rights. For a collective action of a Trade Union 
individual members cannot be punished. So there are 
General Managers in our Associations and there are 
AGMs who are Association Leaders. We have 
benevolent funds, housing societies / schemes, 
Educational Trust, Co-operatives, sports wing, Youth 
Wing, Guest Houses etc. for Officers irrespective of 
scale. Our service conditions are up to Scale VII. It is 

the Association which defends all Officers when 
unfortunate situations arise. Let us stand united. 
Unity is our only strength. Let me end with a story.

There was a competition for wood cutters. One old 
man and one young man reached the finals. They 
were allotted different areas in the jungle. They had to 
cut trees. From morning they were cutting. In 
between, almost every one hour the young man used 
to notice that there was no sound of cutting from the 
old man's side. So he was happy. “Old man is resting 
due to age” he used to think and continued cutting 
without rest. At the end of the day the judges 
announced that the old man is the winner. The young 
man asked the old man, “Every one hour you were 
taking rest. How you could cut more?”. The old man 
said, “My dear young man, I was not only taking rest 
to recuperate myself but I was also sharpening the 
Axe. That's why I could win”

Beloved comrades, the Association is like the old 
man, who possesses Wisdom, Experience, and who 
can visualize the future. So stand by the Association. 
Stand United. We are not only fighting for our Wage 
Revision; we are fighting to safeguard the hard earned 
rights, service conditions and the social responsibility 
of the Banks.

 The woods are lovely dark and deep

  But I have promises to keep

  And Miles to go before I sleep

  And Miles to go before I sleep. 

    -Robert Frost

D. T.  FRANCO
General Secretary
All India Bank Officers’ Confederation

Com. J. Viji, Manager, CAC – Coimbatore lost his father on 12. 04. 2018 and mother on 29. 04. 2018 at Coimbatore 

Com. Uma Venkitapathy, Manager, URC Nagar Branch lost her mother on 06. 05. 2018   at Coimbatore

Com. D. Mani, Asst. General Manager, RACPC – Coimbatore lost his father on 12. 06. 2018 at Coimbatore

Com. R. Ganesan, Chief Manager, Melapalayam lost his father at Gobichettipalayam on 25, 06. 2018

BEREAVEMENT

May the departed souls rest in peace.
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Inauguration of Mambakkam School

thSBIOA International School started functioning at Mambakkam from 12  April'17 in a rented building near 
our Unity Enclave Housing Project. The construction work for the School at the site that we have purchased, 
adjacent to Unity enclave was completed and was inaugurated by Com.A.Ravichandran, Regional 
Secretary, Chennai Zone-II and Correspondent of the School on 13.06.2018.

MINI AREA MEETING – POLLACHI

Mini Area meeting was held on 10.5.2018 at Pollachi branch.  The 
meeting assumed significance owing to the fact that this was the 
first meeting attended by the module Regional Secretary, after 
being elected as General Secretary ( w.e.f. 01. 07. 2018 ) in the EC 
held on 21. 04. 2018. Comrades from twelve branches in and 
around Pollachi participated in full. Comrade Gopi Assistant 
Manager (s) delivered the welcome address.  Comrade Ramesh 
Narayanan CM of the Pollachi branch in his presidential address 
explained about the importance of the Association and how it 
works for the weltare of the Comrades.

DRSs Comrades Rajavelu R & Mohanan B,  Murugesan M,  spoke 
about the importance of the Mini area meeting.  The Comrades 
raised various issues pertaining to the day to day banking, the e AB 
Demonetisation Compensation and the Wage Revision.

Comrade G Selvaraj Regional Secretary, after clarifiying the 
doubts of the members, spoke on the occasion.  He reiterated the 
Comrades not to missell the Insurance products.  He listed out the 
various welfare programmes held by the Coimbatore Module. 
Congratulated the Comrades of Coimbatore module for actively 
enrolling in the Cultural Wing.  Out of 985 members 750 have 
enrolled in the Cultural Wing.  He requested the Comrades to 
follow the rules and regulations strictly, especially in SME 
Advances where there is an increase in DPC. Except on exigencies 
requested the Comrades not to attend the office on Sundays and 
holidays. Explained in detail about the draconian FRDI bill. He 
thanked the Comrades for gathering in large numbers for the Mini 
Area meeting.

Com. M. Subramanian, Zonal Secretary, CBE – I, had made all the 
arrangements for the successful conduct of the meeting.
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SBIOA (CC) congratulates the following comrades on 
their meritorious promotions.

1� ArivuSelvanSenguttuvan� BalajiNgr,Chen
2� DevasenanMuthukrishnan� Avadi
3� Gayathri Lakshmi Narasimhan� Tiruchirapalli
4� Geetha R N R Natarajan� AO Chennai Z II
5� Gunasekar Jayapal Gopalapuram
6� Nithish Prabakar Ithayaraja� RBO2,Coimbatore
7� Pratheesh J P� RajaAnamalaipur
8� Revathi Mani� PBB Pondicherry
9� Soban V Thankamani� Shollinganallur
10�Shanmugapriya C� SBI INFRA mgt CHE
11� Abiramasundari N G Natarajan� Ulundurpet
12�AmsaveniSiddhu Reddy� Do not use
13�Amutha Alias Ahalya 
 R Prasath Charles D� Nanguneri
14�Anand Prakash P. K.Periyakaruppan� Sundarampalli
15�Angayarkanni T� Aramboly
16�BalaabiramySivakumar� Manapet
17�Balakumar K� Melmaruvathur
18�BrundaKoilpillai� Ilayangudi
19�ChandrasekaranKuppusamy� KUTHALAM
20�Divya Srikanth� KAVERIPAKKAM
21�DrSelvakumarRamasamy� THOTTIAM
22�GovindarajJaganathan� Pernamallur
23� IYAMPERUMAL E� Marandahalli
24� JayashreeKarthik Raja� Chinmamanur
25� Jose AnanthaPriya V� Eriyur
26�Karthik Kumar Murugesan� Thiruchengodu
27�KavithaNatrayan� KEELAPAVUR
28�KudiyarasiKalvarayan� ELUMALAI
29�Kumaravel K� Sevoor
30� Leena P� NALLUR
31�Mallika D� REDDIPALAYAM
32�MangaiyarkarasiUdhayasuriyan� Sholavandan
33�Meena Narayanan� Tiruvallur ADB
34�Mohamed Meeran Kamal Musthaffa� Keeranur
35�MuppidathiVeeran� Kandasamypalaya
36�MuthuselviKayambu� Arkonam
37�Palanisamy S� Sankaranayinark
38�Parameswari S� Attur
39�Priya . J� Sengappadai
40�PSGAYATHRI Shanmugam� Tiruvaiyaru
41�Pushpa Rani X� THIRUVATTAR
42�Ramar L� Sripuranthan
43�Rathika N� MUTHUNAGAR
44�Rathinavel . S� Kallipalayam V
45�Regini . M.S� Thengamputhur
46�Renuga Pattusamy� URBAN, CN
47�Revathi Chakravarthy� Usilampatti
48�Sathishkumar K Kaliappan� NALLUR
49�Sathya Chinnathambi� Vanapuram

Specialist Cadre Officers Promotions 
from JMGs to MMGs - II

Sr.
No.

Name (S/Shri.)  Branch

50�Seema SETTURAJAN� Vridhachalam
51�Senthil Raja Rathinasamy� Musiri
52�Senthilrajan K� Kandasamypuram
53�Sivaprakasam R� Belur
54�Sivasankari A� Elangakurichi
55�Sridevi S� Vadakur(North)
56�Sridhar Rajagopalan� Ganesapuram
57�Subathra R� PERALAM
58�Suganya Srinivasan� Arkonam
59�Syamala M� Pondicherry ADB
60�ThirumalGanesan� Thatchur
61�Uma Mageswari Sozhamannan� Villupuram ADB
62�Valarmathy Ezhilarasan J� KumbakonamBz
63�Veera Mani D� Periasevalai
64�Vimala Balasubramanian� Madurai ADB
65�Vimala Devi. A S.Raja� Manaparai
66�K Pradeepa Nagendra Raja� ZO Coimbatore
67�Ramya R� AdmOffice,Salem
68�AbhinavVikram� ZO Madurai
69�AfsteenManojMithran M� ZO Coimbatore

Specialist Cadre Officers Promotions from
MMGs - II to MMGs - III

Sr.
No.

Name (S/Shri.)  Branch

1. HarithaMadduri CB, Chennai
2. NibuMurali SARC,Coimbatore
3. Ramesh BabuNarayanapu LHO Chennai
4. Abinayasaraswathi 
 Gnanasekaran Villupuram ADB
5. Baby Sheela Saravana Kumar Chingelpet
6. BalakrishnanSundaram Karikalambakkam
7. Birrave S R Vanur
8. Gayathri G Vilathikulam
9. Gomathi Chinnasamy Palani
10. Jayaprakash Oulaganadane Sankaranayinark
11. Kani V RBO-IV, MADURAI
12. Karthick V Pollachi
13. Mankai D Poolavadi
14. Nagaraj R Krishnagiri
15. NithyaThiyagarajan RBO-II, MADURAI
16. Raja Amirthalingam KanamanglamADB
17. RamyaPeriyasamy KANNIVADI
18. SakthivelNagarathinam RBO-5 Puduchery
19. T Jeyasudha S Shanthakumar Ganapathi
20. Thirumal Valavan Mathurai NAZARETH
21. Vedhaviyasar T S Cumbum ADB
22. Aarthi A CCPC, Chennai
23. Adelin Christina Rajarathinam AO Chennai Z II
24. Chellammal S L LHO Chennai
25. Indumathi Nandhakumar LHO Chennai
26.  Dr. P. Nithish AR Singh AO, Chennai Zone II
27. Kalaivani RBO _V Madurai
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Specialist Cadre Officers Promotions from
MMGs - III to SMGs - IV

Sr.
No. Name (S/Shri.)  Branch

Specialist Cadre Officers Promotions from
SMGs - IV to SMGs - V

Sr.
No. Name (S/Shri.)  Branch

1 Sumy Antony MC Reg, Chennai

2 Sivakumar Y LHO Chennai

3 SajithKrishnan B S ZO Madurai

4 Anil Kumar SME Sivakasi

5 Balan J S LHO Chennai
1 Annadurai Porpatham LHO Chennai
2. Srinivasan MK LHO Chennai

WEDDING BELLS

SBIOA (CC) Wishes a very happy married life  to the newly wedded couples.

Sow.  Arthi   D/o  Com. S. Manonmani, DM, RACPC   married 
Chi. A. Praveen kumar  on  27.05.2018  at Coimbatore.
Chi. M.Surendran  S/o Com. A. Murali, Manager, Commercial 
Branch, Coimbatore married Sow. N. Saranya on 04.06.2018   
at Vellore.
Chi. Shahnen Shanavaaz D/o Shanavaz, Branch Manager, 
Devanurpudur branch  married  Sow.Anup badharudheen  on  
17. 06. 2018   at   Palakkad 
Selvi. Greeshma B.Chandran, Dy. Manager, PB Branch, 
Madurai married Selvan. Rahul Rajan on 12/05/2018 at Kollam. 

Selvan. C. Vivek Anandh S/o.Com.P.Chinnasamy, Dy. Mgr, 
Tirumangalam branch married Selvi. G .Jananee on 20/05/2018 
at Madurai.
Selvan. Johnrodrigues, Dy. Manager, Kallayarkoil branch 
married Selvi. Josephin Mary Diana on 20/05/2018 at Madurai.
Chi. S Nantha Kumar, Assistant  Manager, SBI- Pudhuvayal  
Branch, Married Sow.A.VetriSelvi  on 02.05.2018 at Tuticorin.
Ch i .  R.  Shyam Sundar,  Ass is tant   Manager,  SBI - 
Subramaniyapuram  Branch, Married Sow.J.Abarna  on 
25.05.2018 at VELLORE.

6 Kannan V LHO Chennai

7 Karthikeyan R LHO Chennai

8 Sundararaman M LHO Chennai

RETIREMENTS MAY 2018

1� Com.�Alagappan Narayanan� DM� AO Chennai Z II
2� Com.�Amuthan S� CM� Erode
3� Com.�Anbanandan T P� Mgr� ZO Coimbatore
4� Com.�Ashok Abrahamraj� Mgr� Palayamkottai
5� Com.�Asir Ratnasingh M� Mgr� LHO Chennai
6� Com.�Badri Manohar Nallappa� DM� SECC,COIMBATORE
7� Com.�Baskar Sakthivel� DM� Mettupalayam
8� Com.�Chandrasekaran Arthanari� AGM� SMEC SALEM
9� Com.�Chandrasekaran B� Mgr� SMECCC EKKATTUT
10� Com.�Dakshinamurthi K S� Mgr� SMECC, CHENNAI
11� Com.�Ganesan Kalyanasundaram� Mgr� RBO, SCE-I, CHE
12� Com.�Ganesan Rajamanickam� AGM� SME AMBATTUR
13� Com.�Gollapudi Reshepu� CM� RBO-IV, COIMBATORE
14� Com.�Jayaseelan Shri Madavan� CM� MC Reg, Chennai
15� Com.�Johnson J� AGM� RACPC,COIMTR N
16� Com.�Kalaimani Viswanathan� CM� SMEC SALEM
17� Com.�Kalavathi Chandramouleeswaran� DM� Dharmapuri
18� Com.�Kirupakaran Rajan� AGM� Erode
19� Com.�Krishnaraju Srinivasan� DM� Rasipuram
20� Com.�Kumar M� Mgr� Nagapattinam
21� Com.�M S Varadharajan Muthusamy� DM� RASECC, MADURAI
22� Com.�Madhivanan Kamalanathan� AGM� Palacode
23� Com.�Mohan M� Mgr� Stat Rd Egmore
24� Com.�Murali K� CM� RBO-I,MADURAI
25� Com.�Murugeswari Ayyadurai� DM� CCPC Coimbatore
26� Com.�Muthulakshmi Padmanabhan� DM� Tirunelveli Tow
27� Com.�Narasimhan S� AGM� RBO-I, CHENNAI
28� Com.�Neelamegan A V� DM� Neyveli
29� Com.�Ramakrishnan K� AGM� LHO Chennai
30� Com.�Ramalingam  Thangadurai  Mgr� TFCPC, CHENNAI

      S/Shri Name                                                 BranchDesignation       S/Shri Name                                                 BranchDesignation 

SBIOA (CC) wishes the above comrades a very happy, healthy and peaceful retired life.    

31� Com.�Ramasubramanian G� DM� SARC, CHENNAI
32� Com.�Ramiah Thinnan� DM� Ilayangudi
33� Com.�Ramkrishnan R� DM� Coimbatore City
34� Com.�Ravichander S� Mgr (S)� ZO Coimbatore
35� Com.�Samath S� DM� Tirunelveli
36� Com.�Sastha Selvaraj� CM (S)� LHO Chennai
37� Com.�Sekar Swamy Kanagaraj� DM� Perumalpuram
38� Com.�Senthi Kumar T� DM� RBO-I, CHENNAI
39� Com.�Sivakumar S� DM� CPPC Chennai
40� Com.�Sornajothi N� DM� KARAIKUDI
41� Com.�Sreenivasan Varagur Nagarajan� DM� RACPC, Aypthgal
42� Com.�Srinivasa Raghavan S� AGM� LHO Chennai
43� Com.�Stephen R.K� AGM� LHO Chennai
44� Com.�Subramani V� Mgr� RBO, VELLORE
45� Com.�Subramanian SR� DM� Tirupalapandal
46� Com.�Subramanian V� Mgr� CAC,MADURAI
47� Com.�Sundaramoorthi S� DM� Kariappatti
48� Com.�Thangaraj K� CM� RBO-IV, CHENNAI
49� Com.�Thayammal Kailasam� DM� LCPC Chennai
50� Com.�Thiagarajan Palanisamy� DM� SECC,COIMBATORE
51� Com.�Thukkaram Rengasamy� DM� CCPC, Chennai
52� Com.�Udayakumar R� CM� RBO-IV, CBE 
53� Com.�Umasankari Subramanian� DM� LeatherIB,Chenn
54� Com.�Vanchinathan Srinivasan� DM� AO Chennai Z II
55� Com.�Veerabathiran M� Mgr� ZO  Chennai
56� Com.�Veeran Ettan� DM� Stat Rd Egmore
57� Com.�Venkatramanan T� DM� Melachintamani
58� Com.�Venugopal V S� AGM� LHO Chennai
59� Com.�Vijayakumar R � Mgr� THENGAPATTANAM
60� Com.�Vijayakumar Shyamsunder� DM� RBO2,Coimbatore
61� Com.�Vijayarangan Ulaganathan� AGM� LCPC Chennai
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Dear Comrades,

THANKS A TON. YOU GAVE ME 
EVERYTHING

I have enjoyed every moment in the Bank as well as 
i n  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  F e d e r a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
Confederations.  I hail from an ordinary back ground 
and never imagined that I will reach upto this level.  
Starting my career from Nagaland at Tuensang 

thBranch on 5  August 1980 to this date I have got the 
affection, guidance, support, solidarity and 
showering blessings of so many comrades.  At 
Tuensang I declared a strike as an award staff when 
one of our staff was attacked by a customer.  The 
Branch was closed for a day. The Deputy 
Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police 
initially threatened but later got the culprit arrested 
within a day.  This was the start of my Trade Union 
action in the Bank.  

I had been an activist of the SBI Staff Association and 
has associated myself with then leaders like Dulal 
Banerjee, Ananda Kalitha and D.Aich.  I got Com. 
Austin fro Kerala elected as Zonal Secretary for 
Nagaland.  After 10 years of service I came back to 
Tamil Nadu and joined Vivekanandapuram Branch.  
On promotion I worked at Arumanai Branch.  
Thanks to Com. M. Balakrishnan who got my 
promotion order from North East implemented in 
Chennai Circle.  The then Regional Secretary asked 
me which Branch I want.  I said any branch other 
than Arumanai or Chemmanvilai. Next day I got 

posting to Arumanai.  But I became an activist in the 
Officers Association immediately and was elected 
as Zonal Secretary in 1993 contesting against the so 
called Official Candidate.  The leaders gave me all 
the support.  Com. S. Saravana Muthu asked me to 
get transfer to Madurai so that I can take up higher 
positions which I declined because I wanted to help 
the self help groups initiated with my advice called 
MALAR.    On an anonymous complaint I was 
transferred and charge sheeted.  The Association did 
not come to my rescue.  Instead removed me from 
the position of Deputy Regional Secretary.  

I contested for the post of Deputy General Secretary 
under the leadership of Com. D.S. Rishabadas and 
our team got elected.  I always admire him.  He had 
faith in me and co-opted me as the General 
Secretary.  I have lived upto his expectations as per 
my assessment and one of his dreams of five day 
week was pursued relentlessly by me which brought 
atleast Two Saturdays off in the last Bipartite 
Settlement.  The entire credit goes to Chennai 
Circle.  I stood against the Management when it 
tried to crush the Trade Union Movement under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. Pratip Choudhury, who 
wanted the Federation and the Association to be 
dismantled.  In retrospect now I feel that we failed in 
handling the then Chairman which led to that 
position of him  but there was a onerous 
responsibility to safe guard the interest of the 
Association and Federation.  So I filed a case against 
the charge sheet issued against the President and 
General Secretaries of the Circle Associations.  In a 
historic judgement Jus. Chitra Venkataraman and 
Jus. Vasuki dismissed the charge sheet and held the 
enquiry proceedings null and void and gave a 
wonderful verdict that Right to Protest is guaranteed 
by the Constitution under Freedom of Speech.  

When the Chairman withdrew the Check Off facility 
to the Association I got a stay in the Madras High 
Court, which was not honoured by the Bank in full 
and I filed a contempt petition on behalf of the Circle 
Association and the Federation. The Chairman of 
the Bank just after the retirement had to appear at 
Madras High Court and express regret.  I felt sad 
that the Chairman had to do that.  But then it was not 
against him but against his effort to destroy an 
organization, we had to stand up.  During his tenure, 
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we served a strike notice in Chennai Circle alone 
with the confidence given to me by the entire 
membership of the Circle.  Mrs. Varsha Purandare, 
the then CGM of the Circle had maturity to sort out 
major issues and the strike was withdrawn after the 
negotiation in the Circle Negotiation meeting 
presided over by her.  

When the IBA under the directive of the Central 
Government withdrew the facility to travel abroad, I 
went to the court on behalf of Circle Association, 
Federation and AIBOC and got a stay.  Till today our 
Officers upto the level of Deputy Managing 
Directors go abroad on LFC and I am sure they 
would enjoy this facility for many years to come.  

But I never consider the Court as a solution for a 
Trade Union.  It is only an occasional alternative.  
Trade Unions should concentrate on struggles, 
negotiations and lobbying which I had been trying at 
different levels to a certain amount of success.  I have 
been associated with the preparation of the last two 
Charter of Demands for the Bipartite settlements and 

ththe leadership had pursued the 10  Bipartite and the 
th11  Bipartite negotiations have come to a stand still .  

The UFBU has charted out a long drawn struggle for 
wage revision as well as to protect the Public Sector 
Banks and the Banking Industry.  I am sure we will 
be able to achieve both.  

When the FRDI Bill was introduced I did a thorough 
study of the same and raised objections at different 
levels including a presentation to the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee.  I am hopeful that the 
FRDI bill will not get passed as its present form.  

In the Circle Association I am glad that with the 
support of the entire Executive Committee we could 
complete the Unity Enclave Housing Project with 
least cost and best amenities.  

The schools have reached greater heights with more 
land, more buildings, more number of schools and 
the college is under construction.  The schools have 
received international awards for their performance.  
This could be possible only with the support of the 
Trust members who are our EC members, the 
administrators, Principals, teachers, parents and our 
loving students.  

There were few attempts from our own retired office 
bearers to get me out of the Bank when I was fighting 
for the larger cause of the Banking Sector.  I have 
never done anything against even people who are 
criticizing me.  Instead I look at their view point also.  
There has been many attempts to malign me by few 
individuals.  I have not been affected by that because I 
know that my membership has faith on me.  If I am 
not honest, If I do not have integrity, If I do not have 
the courage to stand up, I would have been thrown out 
of this Bank by the Government whose policies I have 
been critical in the interest of the Public Sector.  

I have always held my head high because of the 
support of my affectionate comrades and I was never 
afraid of losing a job because I was ready to lose it for 
a larger cause.  From my childhood my parents, my 
teachers, my mentors inculcated in me honesty, 
integrity and courage.  Today when I retire I am fully 
satisfied that I had been a catalyst to take this 
organization forward and I am sure that the leaders 
who take up the mantle will be able to do better and 
bring more glories to the Organisation.  

I bow my head to each one of my comrades who have 
given me so much through their solidarity.  I will 
cherish these memories.  I acknowledge my debt and 
gratitude to the entire Circle Office Bearers, the 
Regional Secretaries, the EC members and the staff 
who ran with me when we had to fulfill a task , who 
had been working late and on holidays without a 
murmur. 

 I will be continuing my service to the weaker section, 
to the nation as a whole in what ever little way I could.  
You are welcome to be with me in future struggles and 
social service as a fellow traveler.  

Thanks to each one of you Comrade,

Thanks a ton.  You gave me everything. 

D. Thomas Franco Rajendra Dev
General Secretary, SBIOA(CC)

President, All India State Bank officers Federation
General Secretary, All India Bank Officers Confederation

Secretary General, All India Public Sector and Central
Govt Officers Confederation


